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Magic’s ‘Stolen’ Talents

Laker Stor
Copies from
The Best

By Ron Thomas

Chronicle Correspondent

Boston

. Magic Johnson proudly
k. admits that he is a thief —
’ one who has stolen parts of
his offensive weaponry from
some of the hest basketball
“players who ever lived.

If he were not such a stu-
dent of the game, he probably
would not have made Tuesday's
12-foot hook shot that gave Los
Angeles a 3-1 lead in the champi-
onship series. Tonight, the Lak-
ers go for win No. 4 and the NBA
| title at -Boston Garden.

i I Tuesday's game-winning
shot was not a Magic original.
Instead, he modeled it after
-teammate Kareem Abdul-Jab-
bar’s famous “sky hook™”, just as
Magic previously had emulated
Bob Cousy's passing, Oscar Rob-
ertson’s back-in jumper and
George Gervin's deceptive
drives.

“T've always believed that if o I o . PHOTOS BY ASSOCIATED PRESS




vou look at other people’s games
and see something that can help
vour game, you should steal it,”
Magic said. “Why not? That's a
smart player to me.

“You just steal a little to
imake your game better, and the
guys 1took things from were the
hest in the game. Now ] take all
those guys and add it to my
game, and this is Magic John-
SOn’'s game.

“Here l am.”

The newest addition is his
hook, which he shoots with the
right or left hand.

Before this season, Magic

had used the hook since college,

hut only in pickup or 11-O-R-S-E
games. Then, last summer in
training camp, Coach Pat Riley
changed Johnson's role from
playinaker to scorer-passer, and
Magic decided to add variety to
his repertoire of shots,

At 6-foot9, he usually has a
height advantage over defend-
ers, so the hook shot seemed ide-
al for him.

“Plus, even if a man is taller
than you, that's one of the only
-shots you can still get off,” he
said. “It’s just a hard shot to
block.”

The hook no longer was a
toy to fool around with. Because
it was to become an important
part of his arsenal, Magic wanted
to learn the proper technique for

releasing it. So he consulted Abj-

Magic Johnson’s hook sHot that beat the Celtics Tvesday (left) .was part of his borrowed
repertoire — in this case from teammate Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, king of the sky hook

dul-Jabbar, the hook shot guru.

“] gave him permission to
shoot it,” Abhdul-Jabbar joked.
“Jt's hard to get the rhythm of it,
so 1 worked on it with him, and 1
guess he's worked on his own.”

Magic practiced and prac-
ticed the hook during training
camp, and sometimes he pol-
ished it on his indoor basketball
Jcourt in his mansion in Bel Air. It
~hecame one of his favorite shots,
and in MarcH, he beat the War-
riors with it in Oakland.

When the final seconds of
Tuesdav's came arrived. Magic's
“real junior, junior sky hook”
had been perfected before he
lofted it over the fingertips of
Boston's 6-11 Kevin McHale and
seven-foot Robert Parish.

“At that time, that was my
best shot,” Magic said. “I've been
hitting it all scason.l just let it
go.” :

Profiting from older play-
ers’ cxcellence has been a life-
long habit for Magic, beginiing
when his father, Earvin Sr.,
taught him how to think on the
court,

While growing up in Lan.

sing, Mich., Magic spent many

hours watching Cincinnati’s Os-
‘¢ir Robertson star in televised

games. Since they both are un-
usually tall guards, Magic said he
watched Robertson closely, and
now they talk basketball every
su T,

Gervin and the late Terry
Furlow alsolived in Michigan, so
Magic playéd one-on-one games
against them when he was in
high school. He didn't get a
chance to do that against Cousy,
who was 31 when Magic was
born, so Johnson has studied
films of prebably the greatest
passer eéver:

As aresult of Magic's history
lessons, he has hecome an incred-
ibly versatile superstar.

“1 lookvd at how Oscar back-.

ed in and just shot over people,”
Magic said. “On the passing, ev-
erybody can pass, but how you
pass to set somebody up for a
shot is the key. Cousy used to do
that the best. He used to drive in
and drop it off for a shot.

“Gervin had all the moves,
so once he drove in, he could get
his shot over everybody. You
very rarely saw George Gervin
get his shot blocked because he
had a technique to slip and slide
in to make you, as a big man,
unable to jump.”

Now Magic, the ex-puplil, has

become a tutor! to many high
school and college players. Two
of his prize students are Celtic
guard Sam Vincent, another
Michigan native, and University
of lowa svUAO¥Marble, and
Magic often plays one-on-one
against youngsters at basketball
camps.

It's his way of paying back
Gervin and Furlow, an NBA play-
er who dicd in a 1980 auto acci-
dent.

“When 1 was young, Furlow
used to beat me 150, Magic said.
“I was in high school at that time.
I would get so frustrated that |
would quit. He said, *You're not

" going to quit. If 1 beat you every

day 150, pretty soon vou're go-
ing to get one game.”’

“He beat me every day for
awhile 150, then finally 151, 15-2,
and you stary scoring on him.
The same way with Gervin. He

would kill me, but by learning,

after they beat me | would beat
everybody mly age and a little
older than me. They were so
proud of me when | made it to
the pres.”
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Today, hugic Johhson is. the

star every young piayer should

copy — there’s something in his

#

game f?lteveryom. - .
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